XV.   ABOUT LIVING AMONGST MEN
BY MATTHEW ARNOLD
From Culture and Anarchy
HERE is a passage by an Inspector of Schools who, like
Newman and Ruskin, was a great writer on social reform
in the last century. It is taken from his greatest book,
Culture and Anarchy, in which Arnold praises and blames
different orders of society for their virtues and weaknesses*
What does he want people to do ? He wants us to develop
our sense of society and realize we have responsibilities to
all our kind. Especially he appeals to educated people to
be reasonable, to use the * sweetness and light? their
education has brought them in order to find out the real
value of things and to live resolutely by the standards
these values set.
As I have said on a former occasion: c It is in making
endless additions to itself, in the endless expansion of
its powers, in endless growth in wisdom and beauty,
that the spirit of the human race finds its ideal. To
reach this ideal, culture is an indispensable aid, and
that is the true value of culture/ Not a having and
a resting, but a growing and a becoming, is the charac-
ter of perfection as culture conceives it; and here, too,
it coincides with religion. And because men are all
members of one great whole, and the sympathy which